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(54) ELECTRONIC CONFERENCE ENTRY METHOD AND ELECTRONIC CONFERENC SYSTEM 

(5 7) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To simplify the procedures for entry and to 
avoid interruption by registering a conference terminal 
having an identifier as a participant to an electronic 
conference in the case that this identifier of a user is 
registered in an entry permitted user list. 
CONSTITUTION: A conference manager 3 registers 
identifiers or users, who can enter the conference 
without procedures for permission at the time of 
requesting the entry, and stores the entry permitted 
user list in a permitted user list storage part 34. When 
the use of the electronic conference system is started, 
a user gives the host name of a conference server to a 
communication line control part 23 on a conference 
terminal 2 and sets it between the conference terminal 2 
and a conference information server 1. When receiving 
the entry request including the identifier of the user, the 
manager 3 registers the conference terminal 2 of the 
sent identifier of the conference terminal 2 as a 
participant to the electronic conference if this identifier 
of the user is registered in the entry permitted user list. Consequently, procedure for entry to 
the conference are simplified, and proceedings are not obstructed by procedures for permission 
of the user making an application for entry. 
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<Partial Translation of Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication 
No. H8-256145> 

[0045] When starting use of a electronic conference system, 
a user provides a channel control section 23 on a conference 
.terminal 2 with a host name of a conference information server 
to set up a channel between the information terminal 2 and a 
conference information server. Then, a conference terminal 
control section 29 transmits a user ID, a user name and a host 
ID and a host name of the conference terminal to the conference 
information server 1, and stores the information in a conference 
information database 14 (step SI) . 

[0046] Next, a conference information acquisition section 
28 of the conference terminal 2 issues a conference information 
acquisition request to the conference information server 1. 
Upon receiving the request, the conference server 1 transmits 
all pieces of conference information stored in the conference 
information database 14 to the conference information 
acquisition section 28 . The conference information acquisition 
section 28 displays the information on a conference information 
display 24 (step S2) . 

[0047] The user judges whether there is a conference in which 
the user wants to join in the information displayed on the 
conference information display 24 of the conference information 
24 (step S3) . 
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[0048] If the user finds no conference to join, the user 
executes the procedure for starting a conference (steps S5 and 
S6) . The operation executed when starting the conference will 
be explained below. Fig. 7 is a flowchart relating to the 
operation . 

[0049] When starting the conference, the user who starts the 
conference inputs a conference name and a permitted participant 
list as shown in Fig. 8 from an input/output section 21 of the 
conference terminal 2 (step Sll) . Then, "the user issues a 
conference start request. The conference terminal control 
section 29 newly starts a conference manager 3 (step Sll) . When 
the conference manager 3 is started, the channel control section 
23 of the conference terminal 2 sets a channel between the 
conference terminal and the conference manager 3 (step S13) . 
The conference terminal control section 2 9 transmits the 
conference name and the permitted participant list to the 
conference manager 3 (step S14) . 

[0050] The conference manager 3 stores the received 
conference name in a conference information storage 33, and 
stores the received permitted participant list in a participant 
list storage 34 (step S15) . Here, the conference name and the 
permitted participant list are stored while being associated 
with each other. A conference information transmitter 35 of the 
conference manager 3 transmits a conference start notification 
to the conference terminal 2 (step S16) . 
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[0051] When a conference information receiver 26 receives 
the notification, the conference information acquisition 
section 28 transmits the conference name, the user ID of the 
user who has started the conference, the information of the user 
including the host ID of the conference terminal used by the 
user to the conference server 1 (step S17) . Furthermore, the 
conference information terminal 2 displays information of the 
started conference on the conference information display 24 
(step S18) . 

[0052] The conference information manager 12 of the 
conference information server 1 allocates a conference ID, and 
stores them in the conference information database 14 together 
with the received information (step S19) . After the 
registration into the conference information database 14, the 
conference information manager 12 transmits the conference ID 
to the conference terminal 2 of the user who has started the 
conference (step S20) . 

[0053] The conference terminal manager 29 transmits the 
received conference ID to the conference manager 3 (step S21) . 
The conference manager 3 stores the conference ID in the 
conference information storage 33 (step S22) . 

[0054] Furthermore, a conference information retrieval 
section 13 of the conference terminal control section 29 
retrieves all users who currently connect with the conference 
server 2 from the conference information database 14. Then, the 
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conference information manager 12 transmits information of the 
conference newly started to the conference terminals 2 of all 
users stored in the conference information database 14 (step 
S23) . 

[0055] The conference information acquisition section 28 of 
the respective conference terminals 2 displays the information 
on the conference information display 24 (step S24) . 
[0056] The operation executed in starting the conference has 
been explained so far. 

[0057] If the user finds a conference in which the user wants 
to join in the information displayed in the conference 
information display 24 of the conference terminal 2 at step S3, 
the user executes the procedure for joining the conference (step 
S4) . 

[0058] The operation executed when the user joins the 
conference will be described below. 

[0059] There are following two ways for joining the 
conference. One is the case where a user who wants to join the 
conference requests participation to another user who has 
already participated in the conference. The other is the case 
where a user who has already participated in the conference 
requests another user to whom the user wants to join the 
conference to join the conference. Figs. 9 and 10 are flowcharts 
relating to the operation. When the user requests the 
participation in the conference, the operation will differs in 
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accordance with whether the user is registered in the permitted 
participant list of the conference manager 3. 
[0060] The user select the conference in which the user want 
to join from the conferences displayed in the conference 
information display 2 of the conference terminal 2 by the 
input/output section 21 (step S31) . The conference information 
acquisition section 28 transmits the conference ID of the 
selected conference to the conference information server 1 to 
issue the conference information acquisition request (step 
S33) . 

[0061] The conference information retrieval section 13 of 
the conference information server 1 that received the request 
retrieves the conference information database 13. The 
conference information manager 12 transmits the retrieved 
information to the conference terminal 2 (step S33) . 
[0062] When the conference information acquisition section 
28 of the conference terminal 2 receives the conference 
information, the channel control section 23 of the conference 
terminal 2 sets a channel between the conference terminal 2 and 
the conference manager 3 (step S34) . A participation request 
transmitter 27 transmits 27 transmits the user ID and the host 
ID of the conference terminal to a participation request 
receiver 36 of the conference manager 3 (step S35) . 
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[0063] A conference controller 37 retrieves the permitted 
participant list storage 34 to check whether the user is 
registered in the permitted participant list (step S36) . 

[0064] If the user is registered in the permitted 
participant list, the user ID and user information such as the 
host ID of the conference terminal is stored in the conference 
information storage 33 (step S39) . In other words, the 
conference terminal that transmits the participation request 
is registered as a participant of the conference . The conference 
information transmitter 35 transmits the user name, user ID and 
the host ID of the conference terminal of the user who has newly 
joined in the conference to the conference terminals 2 of the 
respective users who have been attending the conference (step 
S40) . The conference information receiver 26 of the respective 
conference terminals 2 displays the received information on the 
information display 24. 

[0065] The conference information acquisition section 28 of 
the conference terminal 2 of the user who has joined the 
conference transmits a conference participation notification 
to the conference information server 1 (step S41) . Then, the 
conference information server 1 updates the conference 
information database 14 (step S43) . 

[0066] Thus, the procedure of joining conference ends (step 
S42) . 
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